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Synopsis

The Assimil method for teaching foreign languages is through the listening of audio cd’s and the
reading of an accompanying book, one side native language, one side foreign language. This
method is focused on learning whole sentences, for an organic learning of the grammar. It begins
with a long passive phase of only reading and listening, and eventually adds active exercises. Most
books contain around 100 lessons, with the active phase starting on Lesson 50. The word Assimil
comes from assimilation.Several different series are published: With Ease series, which teach basic
rules of grammar and a vocabulary of 2000-3000 words; Perfectionnement series, which teaches
more advanced idiosyncrasies and idioms of the target language; Business series, which focuses

on vocabulary related to international business; Idioms series, which teaches common idioms;
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Customer Reviews

| love this book (and CD that comes with it). | already knew some ltalian, so | was not a complete

beginner, but book and CD are very helpful to start conversation in Italian.

| like this book with MP3 because | prefer to learn by listening. The lessons are short - it's perfect to
me - and right from beginning | can learn and use some practical words and sentences. Grazie

mille!!

WARNING: BE SURE YOU ARE BUYING THE MOST RECENT EDITION THAT WAS PRODUCED
IN NOVEMBER, 2015, IF YOU WANT A PRODUCT THAT IS MORE CURRENT!! | will not exhaust



myself with praises for the old edition of Assimil for Italian. | love it. The 5 stars are for that edition. |
have not yet received my new edition. BE AWARE that probably all editions from 1994 until the
November, 2015 update that is in fact an update, are probably all the same sound files and same
text, with only the binders on the books, the packaging for the boxes, and the cover art on the CDs
being the changes from prior years until the new update in November, 2015. You can tell as you will
see in, e.g., 2009 editions that the references in lessons that refer to currency uses the old Italian
lire. Bank notes for the Euro were issued in Europe in 2002, and even as early as 1999, however,
was used "virtually" for transactions. After having worked my way through Assimil using a famous
polyglot’s shadowing method, | wrote to Assimil’s French headquarters in December, 2015, which
informed me that they had updated, as of November, 2015, their ltalian language program. The new
edition is 100 lessons. The old edition is 105 lessons. | was unable to find the new edition anywhere
on .com so | ordered the new edition on .it as it was a good deal cheaper than buying it directly from

Assimil in France.
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